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• LONDON, April 25 — The major\ 
•; U.S. allies expressed confusion and 
concern today about the timing of 
the abortive ; attempt to rescue 
American hostages in Tehran and 
the possibility that it would esca- 
late the crisis in Iran into a mill-/ 
tary confrontation. 

Some of the allied governments, 
particularly Japan and Italy, dis- 



agreed with the U.S. decision to 
mount the rescue effort, about 
which none had been informed in 
advance. 

Officials of several governments 
in Western Europe referred point- ’ 
edly to a reluctant allied decision, 
made under heavy U.S. pressure 
barely two days before the rescue 
operation, to support U.S.-sponsor- 
ed sanctions against Iran in hopes 
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dr ^voiding military action. The Dan// 
isfcl’oreign Ministry said the opera- 
tion ^created a new situation” > that. 
VOuld be discussed at this /weekend's 
Common Market meeting in Luxem- 
bourg. 

: ^ Japanese Foreign Minister Saburo 
described the U.S. action as 
Regrettable,” and said Japan found it 
difficult to’ understand.: The Italian ^ 
ghyernment said Italy had expressed • 
ife opposition ? to Y the recourse . 

ip-actions of force in any circumstance 
iot/ tlio liberation of the hostages.” ‘ 
ijBut- other governments, while ex- 
pressing. private, alarm, were publicly 
sympathetic over the mission’s failure 
the growing U.S. frustration over “ 
J&ef hostage situation. 

^^British Foreign Secretary Lord Car- 
^n^tOn along with Prime Minister 
• Margaret -Thatcher,, first heard about 
$£ 1 $ passion's failure on early morning 
' broadcasts. .'He .said that Britain 

lj£ej<*n [informed, “in confidential diplo- 
matic channels” that such action was 
•1>eihgL considered some time ago, and 
^tdided v ”We don't want to .be too cri- 

^^amngton ;said - he agreed with" 
Resident Carter’s distinction between 
•-^.rescue mission and “an act Of force 
.0)5 Iwariike action against Iran,” such •; 
’$Wa jiaval blockade or the mining of 
d^Iharbora. ;; c y ' ' , 

. J/\Tf;it had been ^success, we would. : 
A#*have been applauding,” Carrington 
f$aiid.7/Tm . extremely sorry .that , it 
^4{dn’t succeed.” 

^Alfhpugh ;Thatcher- sent a message 
J6f ^support to Carter, expressing her', 
^miration ’for his /decision to make 
.^e rescue effort, Carrington tonight; 
|?all,e(l'( the . -world situation "v e r y 
^rave” /and appealed to the United 
^States to avoid ;iising military force 
wfc'trS to free the hostages. 

; /fJWdst German Chancellor , Helmut 
^Schmidt made no statement on the 
Storied rescue mission. But at a 
^closed meeting of the board of his 
jjSpcial Democratic Party, which has 
~6een critical of sanctions against Iran, 
f* jSchmidt advised against reacting pub- 
y^ly^until more . facts were known, 
m.arty; .sources said. 

Vi ; '.The British response, along with 
£ttiose[ of Norway and Sweden, were 
flHe most sympathetic among the West 
Jfbropean allies. Norwegian Prime 
./Minister Odvar Hordli said he "fully 
Understands the American action" and 
/noted that “no nation can sit idle and 
:!Jet this [siege] continue ” •: • 

In Sweden, Foreign Minister Ola 
/t/ttsten blamed Iran’s leaders and 
;'%ged that the hostages be “immedi- 
jitely and unconditionally released.” 
^Canadian Prime Minister Pierre 
^Trudeau called the operation a “val* 
?!&nt effort” and “expressed the strong 



5£bpe . that these events will have no 
jeflverse consequences on the situation 
the hostages or on the current 
/r$tind of diplomatic initiatives under 
tt&ay among the Western allies.” 
j In France, the response was some- 
what; different. The French govern- 
ment said nothing, except to note 
3hat po one, including President Val- 
Sfy ; Giscard d’Estaing, was told any- 
thing' in advance. All attempts to elicit 
: ^4rther public comment met with cold 
Refusal. \ 

*/'ln ; p r i vat e* however, irritated 
^iench officials, said that they con- 
/sifdered themselves “cuckolded” by 
ijj^rter, atid that they thought the 
mher eight membets of the European 
l^cpnomic Community would have the 
VfimV reaction. > r 

. ; A French official said that Carter 
' had not even waited “a decent inter- 
val” since the decision of the Common 
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Market’ foreign ministers Tuesday to 
apply a phased sanctions p r p:g ram 
against I?an. / 

Nevertheless, evidently, sharing Car- 
ringtbn’s wish' that the operation had 
succeeded and saved everyone the 
the trouble of sanctions, the official 
said, “There are v still a number of un- 
answered questions. Why was it called 
off? Why was a need felt to announce 
it at all when the Iranians had appar- 
ently not noticed anything?/ 

“We will say nothing officially, and 
Pm; convinced th£ A ot;hers won’t either;, 
because no one wants to add to the 
feeling of frustration that must be 
felt in the United States.” 

Another French official offered liis 
personal view that Carter’s action, af- 
ter presenting his appeal for Euro- 
pean support of sanctions as an at- 



tempt to avert military action, can- 
not but have consequences upon how 
things are viewed on both sides of the 
Atlantic.” 

In a front-page editorial the after- 
noon newspaper Le Monde, widely re- 
garded as the voice of the French es- 
tablishment, was far more direct, call- 
ing the operation “the poor man’s Bay 
of Pigs,” a reference to President 
Kennedy’s unsuccessful attempt to 
overthrow Cuba’s Fidel Castro. 

While the editorial said the U S. 
public might pardon the operation as 
a legitimate effort to save Americans, 

, "abroad, however, the credibility of 
the United States will suffer again. 
The image, of a hesitant and unlucky 
president will be reinforced. •/ 

“What is one to think of the effec- 
tiveness of a military apparatus upon 
which the security of half the planet 
depends if it, 'is incapable of landing 
two planes in a desert even before 
the enemy has intervend? What re- 
mains of the Carter doctrine ,that 
-claims to rotect Western interests in 
the whole region of the Gulf?” 

Most European governments made 
clear today that they intend to stand, , 
by their approval of sanctions made 
Tuesday. There ambassadors are 
scheduled to return 'to Tehran this 
weekend to inform Iranian President 
Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr that sanctions 
would be imposed May 17 unless there 
is “decisive progress toward release of 
the hostages.” But this is being done 
with even less enthusiasm or hope of 
success than before today’s events. 

Both government and opposition 
spokesmen ift several countries said 
the aborted rescue operation had 
greatly increased the possibility, of 
militry escalation. 

Australian Foreign Minister An- 
drew Peacock said that “I trust that 
in the days ahead, there will be a 
great deal of restraint shown by all 
parties.” . 

In Britain, the opposition Labor 
Party’s foreign affairs spokesman, Pe- 
ter Shore, said, “The world will be 
holding its breath this weekend. It is 
important that the governments of the 
West make plain to the United States 
that warlike measures will not work” 
to release the hostages and will 
threaten world peace. 

There were indications of growing 
political opposition to legislaton nec- 
essary to enable Britain to impose 
sanctions against Iran. Prominent left- 
ist Labor members of Parliament in- 
troduced a • resolution calling on the 
government to inform Carter that 
“unless the U.S. government gives an ; 
assurance” that no more military ac- 
tion will be taken, "the British gov- , 
ernment will withhold cooperation on 
economic sanctions.”, 
ley Graham in West Germany and Ron- 
Washington Post correspondents Brad- 
ley Graham in West Germany and Ron- 
ald Koven m France contributed to this 
report. 



